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The Unintended Consequence Of SD-37 Redistricting?

By Nick Reisman 
February 3, 2012 at 2:36 pm
The proposed map for Senate District 37 certainly looks like a good Republican pickup.

Longtime Sen. Suzi Oppenheimer is retiring and businessman Bob Cohen, who came within striking distance of unseating her in 2010, is gearing up for another run.

The redrawn district would stretch from a Republican-friendly areas of east Yonkers, into Eastchester and up to Bedford. Republicans have long had their eye on the seat, which would give them some breathing room in the fight to keep control of the chamber.

But now The Town Report, a newspaper covering southern Westchester County, reports that Anthony Colavita, the Eastchester town supervisor and son of former state Republican Chairman Anthony J. Colavita, is mulling a run for the seat as well.

And Colavita doesn’t appear to be squeamish about running primaries against fellow Republicans.

The paper reports:

    “… Colavita said that the fact that Cohen is already presenting himself as the party’s presumptive nominee does not automatically close the book on the supervisor’s own candidacy. “I have a lot of experience in primaries, so that’s not something that’s going to be very persuasive in my book,” he said.

    Colavita came to office in Eastchester in 2003 after unseating Supervisor James Cavanaugh, a fellow Republican who had obtained the Conservative and Independence endorsements. After narrowly defeating the incumbent in a contentious Republican primary, Colavita won a solid victory over Cavanaugh in the general election rematch and has not faced meaningful opposition from either party in his four subsequent re-election campaigns.

Of course, much is still in flux with redistricting as Gov. Andrew Cuomo has vowed to veto the lines suggested by the lawmaker-driven commission known as LATFOR. It’s also unclear if the state’s primary date will change from Sept. 11 in order to match the new Congressional primary date of June 26.

Another side note: Eastchester currently is in IDC-leader Sen. Jeff Klein’s district. Though Klein has never really faced meaningful opposition since taking the seat held by the late Guy Velella, but makes his Bronx district all the safer.
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